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TO THE MOST HIGH 
and Mightie PRINCESSE, - 
ELIZABET Hby thé grace 
of GOD QVEENE of 


England, Fraunce, & Ire- 
dand, Defender of the 
faith, &c. 


Xcellent, most 

gracious, & acted. 

SovERAIGNEt 

calling often to re- 

membraunce, how 

miraculou|ly it ple 

fed the eAlmightie 

mane ware io pre- 

ſcrue & defind your 

NMAIEST IE 1 

the time cf late do- 

meſticall perſecuti- 

en, from the terci- 

SA efje hands of thoſe 

batcherly muri he- 

vers, Who not onely fonght all occafions by [piling your H r & R- 

N ES s E innocent blood, to bercane this Kingdome, aud us all, 

(that fince hane lined vader your reyall, prosperous, and happie. 

Gonernment ) of fo rare and precious a Ie well, as Nature hath 

not at anie time to any Nation elfe where, affoorded the likes 
but alfi profecuted with fword, fire, banifhment,or ( at the least ) ` 
ſtreight imprifinment all [ach as Were in any respett fauoured by 
Az - gour 
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N e Epiſtle 
„Hrenxz ss bor in anie fire cast their eyes once toward 
Orient, where the bright ſplendent heames of your incompa- 
rableM a TE ST IE, lightneth our Horizon, to ae comfort and 
confolation of manic thoufands afflicted c thefingular ioy of the 
whole Realme, verie fiwe perſons excepted, 2 eyes be- 
IAE therewith, ſonght palbable darkue(fe, to auoide the 
are light then arifing wath the rare Comet or incomparable 
day ſtarre of your most excellent M a 1E ST LE vatous : Whofé 
piercing rayes hath fince like the Sunne beames both dic perſed al 
Sroffemists and figges of ignorance error, &. blinde ſuperſt ition, 
and Withall fo comforted and nonrifhed the plant of infallible 
truth of the Gospell, ( first takingroote in this Landin the fhore 
Raigne of the peereleffe Prince E yy AR p the fixt your M A- 
TESTIES Brother of most rare expettation and famous me- 
morie) asthe fame being now peer vp to 4 ppa treeof ſach 
fillgroath that the branches thereof hane fpread themfelnes long 
and wide manie Waies oner other Empires, Ringdomes c States, 
manger the Dinell,the pepe, ó the Ring of Spaine, with all their 
Faternitie, conforts, leaguers, and adherents, or other their Mi 
nifters, fpreaders and maintainers of lies; under the ſpelter and 
couert of which flourifhing Palme, all true Chriftians haue been, 
are, and (I hope) long {hall be (by the continuance of your M As 
IESTIES most bountifiul and graciows expeciall fanor) prom 
rebel and fhrowded, from the burning heate of the [harpe perſe- 
cutionsof al malicious Enemies thereof: the which GO D of 
his great mercie graunt, Pondering I fay (met high and 


wighrie PRIN CESSE) the manifild imminent dan t 
onde 


facred Mar ESA te by the omnipatent wonderfull proni 

‘oF Almightic GOD, with Sass thee ae Wie and 
feminine patience ſauſtainedʒ ch in the end (contrarie te all ex- 
Pectarion) e Caping the rage, furie, tyrannicall attempts, and fea 
cret dinelifh practiſerof your HI HESSE mortal Enemies, 
(utter profiffed unreconcileable aduerfaries) to the eternaſitrut he 


Whereof my lt was an eye witmeffe, and fo farre priuie f iene of 


the moft mifchicnons intended confpiracies, as ith full 
aenours by ſuch rars fecrete (ernices en l i off fedte 


‘PMs 


Dedicatorie 
prenent the fame, I taſſed (amorgf the reft of lach a then ho. : 
noured,renerenced,and of bounden duetie loned your M A1ES~ ` 
TIES rarevertues) fo great extremitic of impriſonment, & o- 
ther hard vſage many waye as ſcaping with lit, (by timely and 
happy alteration of the ſtate) l flt long after the paines o thoje 


TANT 


` torments,wherebymý health in xx, yeares after was 7007 
e 


empayred: But when? confider on the other fide Withall, i 
irange and miraculous Heroicall Actions both martial & po- 
litickWwhich hane been ( fince in the time paft of your Hicu- 
NESS E off proſperous raigne) beyond all angi perfor= 
med with fingulergonernment and incomparable magnanimitie, 
farie paſing all humane wifedome and mans force (whereof po- 
ſteritie {hall want no due recordes of worthy Regifters ) I can 
not but forget aR farrow, & exceedingly reioyce, afjuring & per- 
fivading my felfe G OD hath ordained your MATE STI E to 
accomplifh yet farre greater matters for his glory aud your owne 
eternallmemory,than time hath yet reuealed: for the better aca 
compliſumemt whereof, enery dutifull ſabieet and good Patriots 
eng br in time of tranguillitiete prepare and firnifh themſelues 
according to their feucrall gifts, abilities, and different faculties: 
co firther and fet foorth a worke fò great as is likely to fall out by 
allcofequence of reafon in this your M a 1E ST TES most hap= 
py raygne, vz. the Nobilitie with learning, indgement and ex- 
perience, for counfelland aduice,as well for warlike diſcipline as 
fer cinill gonernment; for that the one cannot long continue with- 
ont the other: Gent lemẽ with ingenious denifes and ſtratageme 
of warre both fir fea and land, and the wholeSouldiorse of all rts 
with actiuitie, and the prathfe of fach fortes of weapons as they 
ſpall addict themſelues anto, or be found fit to ferne witha, where 
by euer) man of what degree or quality foener profeffing the wars, 
mayin time of ceffations of Armes: ſime in one forte, fome in an 
ot ier. inable them/elues for the defince of their (onntrey, againft 
they halbeimployed;for without appoyntment &&. calling, no man 
ought tointrude or offer hinfelfe, in fach forte as is now too com- 
monly uféds Which is the cauſe that fo many audatious infifficin 
anit hlinde bayardes are fet a rie while the modeſt, tke, 
3 and 
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The Epiftle Te. 

enced line retired, attending their vocation by the 

2 naR of which number I profiffemy felft in my facultie 
to bee one, Who haning thefe fortie yeares amongſi many os 
ther moft commendable exercifes and inuentions of fè warlike 
Engines, founde ont diners diuiſes of rare ſeruice, both for Sea 
and land, fome whereof ( whofé charge exceeded not my ſmal 
abilite) I haue performed and made the vfè thereof kuowen 
unto many my honourable , s ilfuk and experienced goed 
friendes at home, and to fame Princes beyonde the Seas, 
whereof ignoraunt perfins haning by chaunce light on ſeme 
Modules or Patternes of finak importance inperfiil, haue 
vainely arrogated the inuention uate themfelues, not Know- 
ing in any ſirte the vfé and force thereofin fermice making therby 
great aduantage to 1 pa by prale apanar -i pus. 

ith theſe imperfect ſinſt Elements of my preparations togri 

2 ie ae lamenesand effects thereof, by thtir fire 
mality and mellecsous frinolows difcourfes,Wherin there is go ab.. 
“fiance toany purpofe: feeking to reape thereby the ffuite of my 
chargeable and painefull labours; & myname in the meane time 
neuer once brought in queftion: Such is and hath beeme the ins 
filent, and fhameles boldnes of ignorant perfins in all times fit to 
be reftrayned,lea/t greater mifchiefes and inconueniences enſue 
thereby, when occafion requireth due triall to be made of their 
ſalfciencie and the right vſe ofthefe rare Experiments, But to 
leane (moft gratious S OV ERA GN E) the confideration of 
thefe important cauſes unto the deepe Wi ſedome and difcreete 
prouidence of your H i GUNES nE carefill forefight , and 
the ordering and reformation thereof to fach as are in authorities 
And to returne to my purpofe, among many ftudions inuenti- 
ons, whereunto I haue bent my minde as well for the feruice of 
my countrie, when time {hall ſerue, as for mine oWwne fatiffattion, 
Looking withall into fime parte of the rare inſerut able feorets 
of natural! Phlofiphie, and falling fimetimes to the charge, 
able, paynefill and fruiteles prattife thereof, by diftillation, and 
other tranfmutation of Plants, Haar bs, Stones and Mineralls of 
all fortes: ayming at that marke, which man learned and sree 


Dedicatorie. 


terClearks than my felfè haue {bot at, and yet miffed;? haue not- 
withftanding by the way lig hi (to my finguler cotentment) on in- 
finite rare conclufions both profitable, pleaſant, and ſeruiceable; 
jo that although my fimple skili could not attaine to [uchperfettin 
on, as} defired, yet hane Ino cauſe to repent me any way of my 
tranells therein smployed but rather great occafion to lament me 
of my long diſcontinuance from the fime, by loffé of many yeares 
fpent unprofitably in alaborinth of lam fuites , and prinate con- 
tention with men of verie great abilitie, and better friended than 
my [elfe,wherein now utterly wearyed, and worn out of heart, 
through the greatnes of my aduerfaries purfe and endes, f 
am now forcedfor want of abilitie , after ten yeares chargeable 
ite to relinquiſi the fame, and toreturnetothofe my deleka 
ble fiudies and ferniceable exercifes againe , as well to digeſt 
melancholick.conceipts, astokeepe olde age from fuch extream 
Wants, as the iniquitie of times the tedious greeuance by delayes, 
the ſtriuing againft ſtrig armeswil bring ʒi be leaſt ableto Weary 
afar welt ſuer man than my felfe hoping yet to reconer fomo parte 
of my loft time, and (if abilitie altogether faile me not before 
1 die, )to make unto jour M ATEST x E fomerarePrefent by 
experiments Chimicall or Martial, ſach as hitherto hath 
not been performed by any other. Wherefore (moft gracious 
SoveRnarGne)defring hencefsorth tocmploy the reff of my 
Horte courfe,in more ferions forte, tothe fernice of GO D , your 
Matesr1 Hand my Countrey, &. by all meanes I can peſſible 
to profit ime wayes this Royall king dome and State, (wherein L 
haue lined thefé threeſcore yeares and mort) lam bolde to publi{h 
this rare worke of learned Ripley vader your M A TEST 1ES 
protection for the inſtructi and direttion of all ſiudentes, 
and louers of the fecreat Mylteryes of naturall Philofiophie, 
deliuering moft compendioufly the- hidden eArte and high 
cUyfterie of making the Philofiphers Stone, ( fought for 
by many thoufandes in all ages, bus founde of very fewe, 
and they ſuch as rapte with the excellency thereof, haue 
in contempt of the worlde , retired themſelues fiom» com- 

iy * mons 
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The Epiftle. 


ietie keeping the fame mofi fecret tothemfelues,efteeming 
2 i 158 Y of fi precious Jewell. For the certaintis 
and probabilitie whereof if any hal bee doubtfiull let them adui- 
ſedh reade throughly this work and dfterwards pergſe the doings 
oj 


of fach other our wort hy countrey men as hane Written moft lear 


nedly therof,as Frier Bacô, Iohm Pauper, Sir Thomas Norton 
2 Garland, cf efpecialy A. Dottor Dec in his Mo- 
nas Hyerogliphica, aud many others moft plainly teaching the 
fame whofe depth of learning heoricall Fit were yet executed 
by any experienced prattitsoner,I doubt not but your M ALES« 
T 1 E fhould fhortly fèe that which the world thinketh ee Eile 
tobe Albis: and if I had bin fo fortunate as to haue [pent thefa 
ſeauen yeares paft in one of your M A 1 E ST 1 E Smanifild fruit. 
deffe ſtill. bouſes f durſt before this time hane preſumed to promifa 
more of my felfe than} willfpeakofwhich dsfability through my 
Freſaid troubles, now Jaffer me not toperfirme in fach forte as I 
e baue beft leaſare to doe in my old age,but I hope(the pre- 
mife confidered,my dutifull good will, & affettion to my country 
in gining incouragement and mscanes unto others by publicatio of 
this moft learned Author) will be taken ix good parte, the rather 
being patronized by your ſacred M ATEST IE, againft al vea 
mous darts of the enuious eg malicious tungs, ef fach who be. 
ing ignorant themfelues of all good ſciences, would ot herwiſe ma- 
ligne the perfection c vertuous indeuours of the well deſeruing. 
Thus hoping your M A 1 EST I E will of your accuftomed clea 
mencie accept of this my preſent as a pledge of my fidelity and du- 
tifullzeale oyan Matesrie, hambly craning pardon fir 
my boldnes; ceafe to be farther troubleſi me, daylie praying tothe 
Almighty long to continue your M A 1 EST 1 Es moft profperous 
Raigne oner vin vit h great increafe of bonour,and felicitie,to his 
glory vntill double Netorsyeares. i 


Your M'a rE sTIE smok loyall ſabiect, 


RAPH RABBARDES: 


x 


To the right Honourable, Wor- 
Jhipfull, and worthy Gentlemen 
of England, and other learned es indu- 


firious Students in the fecrets of 
Philofephie, 


a) Auing referued the Copie hereof (Right Ho- 
norable, and gentle Readers) thele fortie 
yeares for many ſecrete vſes, corrected by the 
moft learned of our time, and feeling my felf, 
k ow through age declining, and otherwife 
hyndred with troubleſome fuites in law, which cõſtrained 
meto difcontinew thefe and fuch other cõmendable prac- 
tiles, for the benefiteand defence of my Prince and Coun; 
trie: I haue thought good to publith the fame, the rather 
for that there are but a few copies left, and thofe for the 
moft parte corrupted by negligence, or miftaking of ig no- 
rant writers thereof: Being partly encouraged hereunto 
by the learned Philofopher Seneca who accompteth it 
an Act meritorious to preſerue or reuiue Science from the 
Cind:rsyand to eternize vertuous acts with perpetual me- 
morie: Finding it ſtrange, that fo excellent a Monument 
as this moſt rare and learned worke of George Ripleysthould 
fo long lye hidden in obfcuritie, & paffe frõ hand to hand 
ahundrethand fiſtie yeares without vtter defacing; fee- 
ing that many notable works publiſhed, haue in far fhorter 
time periſned. Helived n the time otking Edward the 4, 
& Richard the viurper,in great fame & eftimation, for his 
rare knowledge in thefefecrets: And to vtter his further 
cõmendatiõ in a wordt if tlus his worke be peruſed with the 
* eye 
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Due Preface. 
eye of iudgement,and practiſed by thofe that are experi- 
Aai 1 not neede to feare the loffe ofmy N 
when ſome of my Countriemen which cannot attaine vn. 
to the higheft hidden myfterie, thall yet finde many things 
both pleaſant and profitable, diuers wayes feruiceable to 
Kingdomes, States, and Common weales: And if one amg 
tenne thoufand can hitt she marke, (whereat the whole 
worlde hath aymed) we fhall not hereafter neede to feske 
out the Sandes of Ganges, for that which lyeth hid in the 
fecrets of Ripley : which Toffer here to theview ofthe lear- 
ned, and haue prefumed the publifhing hereof, chiefly for 
the benefite of my Countrey men;and eſpecially to ſatiſſie 
the often & importunate requeft of many my learned good 
friẽds, not doubting but that the skilfull wil yeelde me my 
due, howfoeuer the ignorant fhal eſteeme therof:whichif E 
hall finde tobe accepted according to my good meaning, 
Iſhall herby be further encouraged to imparte ſome other 
rare experiments af Diſtillations and Fire-workes of great 
feruice, not hitherto committed in writing or put in prac- 
tife by any ofour nation; although of late ſome meere toies 
hauebeene highly admired, and extraordinarily rewarded: 
The charge whereof willbe found vtterly loft, when per- 


; alk Mall bemadeoftheir lender yfe and force. To 
cols th 


[fthis my good intent fhalbeanfwerableto your 
expectations Ihaue obteined the fulnes of my defires. 


Tours in the furtherance. — 


“of Science, 


‘Raph Rabbards. j l 


Lchymica indagaus arcana Georgius artis 
Chremata Riplæus,rari miranda reliquit 
Lagen monumenta [ui qua nullaGetuas 
Exedet aut putri poterit fepelireSeterno, 
lotus nemo manibus mysteria tanta 
TraGet,at Hermeticam Generetur zevocwuten, 
Hane Plato diuinus focdusGocat,aurea Nafè 
Fellera, & aGigili mala durea ſepta dracone; 
Laudibus hanc multis celebrant Mirandula, Lullus, 
Geler, Auscenns, Hippocrates, Morienus, Aquinas, 
Duns Scotus, Arnalilus, Vincentius, Oldradwus, Hermes, 
Plinius, Albertus, Ficinus, Cuba, Valeſcus, 
Fe 77 Maro, Zofimus, Haly, Baconus, 
Rafis, Aristoteles, Rofinus, Petrus ipfe Ay 2 
Cemplureſqr ali: Pre alma huic, eee 
Munera perfoluant, lingus[ay animi bemgni, 
Thomas Newton, 


J. D. gente in praife of the Author, 
and his Worke. ; 
Ocherea Worke,conteining rare effects, 
Repleate withripeft frutes of RH toyle, 
Whoſe mellowed faucur fudious mindes directs 
‘T’attaine the skill that may enrich their foile : 
And though his Booke be carped at by goil, 
Yet doth the fame comprize fuch depth of Art, 
As makes his fame eternizd bydefart. 


The learned will (no doubt) delight therein, 
And their delight will draw them on to skill : 
Admit the fimple force it not a pin, 
So much the more the wife embrace it will. 
Who feckes by Artetoclymbe vp Honors bill, 
To ſuch perteynes this precious Stone diuine, 
For peale are fitter farre,than Pearle for Swine, 
Tams Arte, quam MER 
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P. Bales Gent in commendation 


of the Author, and bis twelue gates: 
Orderly fet down in the 12. laſt ver ſes. 


That in a vaine of a lofty verfe, | may be reporter 
Oftherenowmed skiltop world by Ripley reucaled: 
Which ina Book tituled by the name of Alchy mie compoitd 
He to the King Edward of England fourth fro the cõqueſt, 
Writt inaverle pithily,with his had very worthily pened. 
(teacheth, 
Twelue chapiters did he write, by the firft to Calcine he 
And by the next readily priuie Diffalision handleth: 
To Seperate Eliments very plaine by the third he declareth, 
And by the fourth (as in mariage) (onsunttion ordreth: 
To Putrife moftkindly the feede by the g. he pronounceth; 
And by thefixt chapiter true (ongelation vttereth, 


Gre: to me Mufes nine, & thou moft facred Apollo, 


Thẽ followeth by thefeauéth, how muſt be Cibation vſed; 
But by the next chapiter, duely Sublimation offered, 
Ninthly the way meafured, for Fermentation aptly, 

And by thetenthrightly,there is Exalrarion holden, =- 
Infinite innumberthewen how to Aultipie leauenthly: 
Lafily,the work very fitly by cleanly Prosettion endeth. 


Statuto bono, ſta tuto. 


The Summe of this Worke, learnedly 


reduced into thefe few Verfes,by the diu ine 
Poet Palingenius. 


H Vncinuenem Archadinm infidum,mumitng, fugacer, 


Prendite, & immerſum Stygijs occidste Din phis 
Post Hyales gremio impoſiſum Devs excipiat quem 
Lemma terra colit, fublatumg, in cruce fgat : 

Tune ſepelire ptero in calido, & diffoluite putrem: 

Cuius flillantes ar tus de corpore nofiro 

Spiritus egredsens penerrabit: & ordine miro, 

Paulatim extimdtui nigris renocabit ab ml is, 

Aurata indutum clamyde,argentéq, nitentems: 

Pratjcite hunc demam m prunas renouabitur alter 

Vt Phaænix : & qua tanget, perfecta relinguet 

Corpora natura eges & federa Gincens : 

Mutubit [þecijs : paupertatcmg, fugul it. 


S.. F. K. concerning the Philofophers Stone, 
written to his especiall good friend, G. S. 


Gent. 


He heauenlie Cope hath in him natures fower, 

Two hidden, but the reſt to fight appeare: 

Wherein the Spermes of all the bodies lower 

Moſt ſecret are, yet ſpring forth once a yearc : 
And as the earth with water Authors are, 
So of his part is drinesend of care. 


No flood ſo great, as that which floweth ſtill: 
No thing more fixt,than Earth digeſted thtiſe: 
No winde {o frefh, as when it ſerueth will: 
No profit more, then keepe in, and be wife : 
No better hap, than drie vp aire to duſt, 
For then thou maiſt leaue of, and ſleepe thy luſt. 


Yet will I warne thee, leaſt thou chaunce to faile, 
Sublime thine eatth with ftinking water erſt: 
Then ina place where Phebus onely tayle, 
Is ſeene at midday, fee thou mingle beh : 

For nothing fhincth that doth want his light, 

Nor doubleth beames,ynleffe it firſt be bright. 

* 
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` Launfwere, 
And though thou red a thoufand bookes before, 


FS. E Kante Phi. Se. 


Let no man lead. vnleſſe he knowe the way, 
That wifemen teach, or. drop leadeth in, 
Whereof the fitſt is large. and cafielt pray, 
The other hard, and meane but to begin, 
For furely theſe, and no one more is found, 
Wherein Apoll will his harp ſtrings found. 


Examplelearne of G O D, thatplafte the Skies, 
Reflecting vertues from and b cuerie poynt, 
In which the moouer wherein all things lies, 
Doth hold the vertues all ofeuerieioynt : 
And therefore E/ence fift may well be fiid, 
Conteining all, and yet hun ſelfe a maid. 


Remember alfo how the Gods began, 

And by difcent who was to each the Syre : 

Then learne their liues and kingdomesif thou can, 

Their manners eke,with all their whole attire ? 
Which iftthea doe, and knowe to what effect, 
The leuned Sep hies will thee not reiect. 


If this my Docttine bend not with thy braine, 
Then fay I nothing though I fayd too much: 
Of truth tis good, will mooued me, not gainc, 
To writethele lines: yet write I not to fuch 
As catch at crabs, hen beter frutes appeare, 
And want to chuſe at fitteſt time of yeare. 


‘Thou mailt (py fiend) fay, Whatisthis for lore? 
uel 


as auncient Phificke taught: 


Let in reſpect of this, they teach thee naught : 
Thou maiſt like iſe be blinde, and call me foole, 


Yet fhall thefe Rules for euer praif their Schocle. 


SEK 


SSD K 


The Viſion of Sir George Ripley, 
Chanon of Bridlington. 


VVE” bufie at my booke Iwas vponacertainenight, 

T hisVifion here expreft appear d unto my dimmed fight, 
A toade full rudde I favo did 14 the iuice of grapes fo faſt, 
Tillonercharged with the broath,bis bowells alito braſt, 
And after that from poyfoned bulke, he caſt his venome fel, 
For griefe and paine whereof his members all began to fwell, 
With drops of poyfoned/Wweate approching thus his fecret den, 
His cane with blafts of fumonsayre, he all bewhited then: 
And from the which in ſpace a golden humor did enſue, 
Whofefalling drops fro high did ftaine the ſoile with ruddy hem, 
And when his corps, the force of vitall breath began to lacke, 
This dying toade 85 forthwith like coale for colour black: 
Thus drowned in his proper Veynes of | Tee | flood, 
For tearme of eightie dayes and foure he rotting ftood: 
By tryall then this venome to e æpell i did defire, 
For Which} did commit his carkafeto a gentle fire: 
Which done, à wonder tothe fight but more to be rehearft, 
The toade with colours rare through euery fide was pearſt: 
And white appear d when all the fundry 255 were paft: 
Which after being tinctedirudde for euermore did laft: 
Then of the venome handled thus a medicine I did make, 
Which venom kills and faueth (ach as venome chaunceto take, 
Glory be to him the graunter of fuch fecret wayes, 
Dominion, and Honour, both with worfhip and with prayfe. 

AMEN. 


p. [14-15] 


Image ID: 1134906 


Titulus operis. 


Erebeginneth the compound of A Ichymie, 
Made by a Chanon of Bridlington, 
After nis learning in Teal ie, = 

As Ixningefor time he there did wonne: 

Inwhich he declared openly 

The fecrets both of Moone and Sonne, 

How they their linde to multiplie 

In one bodie together muſi n donne. 

VV hich Chanon Sir George Ripley hight; 

Exempt from Clauſirall obferuance, 

For whomye pray both day and night, 

Sith he did labour you to aduaunce, 

He turned darknes into light, 

Intending to helpe you to halpie chaunce, 

Gining counſaile that you line right, 

Doing vnto God no difpleafaunce, 


eA briefenote to the Readers. 


He Wheele that is placed (Gentlemen) laft, as the period of this fe- 
cret Workemay of fome be challenged (through the diuerſitie of 
Copies ) to differ from the firſt. But herein I aſſure you] haue ob- 
ſeraed noleflecare than counfaile, and that of knowen Pradtifers, 
whofe cenfures (made more céttaine by experience) laue determined all 
doubts, and made me bolde to publifh what followeth for the moftaun- 
cient, If anie fiterall fault be patt,amend it with your pens : if aniecarper 
inueigh againft me, deſend me with your curtefies : and let them (it tlie 
can) condemne by cunning. Farewell, 


ty 


R, Rabbardes. 
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eA lchymie. 


A moftexcellent, learned, and wor- 


thie worke, written to king Edward 
tht fourth, by Sir George Ripley, 


Chanon of Bridlington in York-fhire,con= 
tayning tWelne gates, 
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7 The Prologue. 


Hilde of this difcipline incline to methine care 

And harkẽ to my doctrine with al thy diligéce 

Theſe words of wifedome in minde doe thou 
Which of olde fathers be true in ſentence: 
Liue cleane in ſoule, to God doe no offence. 
Exaltthee not but rather keepe thee lowe, 


Elfe will thy God inthee no wifdome ſowe. 


From finfull doctrine and wicked thought, 
The holy ſpirite doth him withdraw, 
Nilling to dwell wherefinne is wrought: 
Dread God therefore and obey his law: 
A tightcous man forfooke I neuer ſawe: 
Neyther his feede begge bread for neede: 
In holy ſcripture this doe reede. 
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(beare, 


